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on many grounds ; his refusal to abandon It to oppose the
Union In Parliament Is not only to be regretted, but to be
condemned. No Englishman possessed so much of the
confidence of the independent Irishmen, no Englishman
was saturated more thoroughly with the sympathy and
respect for nationality which was so conspicuously wanting
In the English treatment of Ireland, no Englishman owed
to his reputation as certainly as Fox owed it, a direct and
immediate protest against the destruction of the Parliament
of 1782. Fox had lost none of his affection for Ireland, and
to show his regard for Grattan, who was struck off the
Privy Council on a false charge of conspiracy, concocted by
a Government spy In 1798, he went to the Whig Club to
propose his health, a mark of sympathy Grattan very much
appreciated amidst all the persecutions he was suffering.1
But the fatal fatigue and despair of those years of his life
kept him Inactive at St. Anne's Hill whilst Grey and Sheridan
fought the Union in Parliament. Fox made no secret of
his views, and he busied himself In fortifying Lord Holland
with arguments against the Union, a form of vicarious
protest which was an Indifferent substitute for his o\vn
vehement Indignation. He spoke against the Union at the
Whig Club In May 1800, and the grounds of his objections
are clearly stated there and in his letters to Grattan and
Holland.
" I own I think, according to the plan with which you
have set out, that you ought to attend the Union, nor do
I feel much any of your objections, I mean to attendance,
for In all those to the Union I agree with you entirely.
If It were only for the state of representation in their
House of Commons, I should object to it, but when you
add the state of the country it is the most monstrous propo-
sition that ever was made. What has given rise to the
report of my being for it I cannot guess, as exclusive of
temporary objections I never had the least liking to the
measure, though I confess I have less attended to the
1 Portland wanted to prosecute Grattan.